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FIGURE 1. (a) Fraction of the women members of JPS by the year they joined JPS (the upper line), and the fraction of the
current women members. (b) Fraction of the women members in 2016 divided by the fraction at joining JPS. The five-year
moving average stating the year indicated in the horizontal axis i1s shown because of the small fraction of women in JPS.
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Physics Today 1971

physics today

letters

Women in physics

It Is very gratify.ng to ncte In your Anril
wsLe (page 23) that even the phyvsws
community & finally beccming aware
that womacn have o problem. [ com-
mead you on your efforts, hewever, 1
have & few comments to makxe with
mapxel Lo your cover piotograph  First
| note thet yno have chosen the hand
of 2 loft-handed awoman physieist. O,
on sreond thought, could thi: have been
ir order to chow not the kond but the
seddirng ring, whikh indicates :his
women's primary function as wife and
xather = not being slighted by her
dheratory anties. I must thern add
thet | have never seen & woman phys-
cist, either 'n the US or in Europe,
acarmg an claborate evening rng as ake
tumned an inyrument diol i the labora-
tery. In my opinion veur choice of a
tover photograph indicates as raxch
eomprenensior. of the problem as if you
had cansem a bhlaek man (or womran)
with & plece of watermelon for a similar
artizleon blacks.
Judith C, Broan
Wel's \{c_n Condege
Wel'laley, Mows

The editor comments: The womsa
whose hand appears on the cover is nm
# physicist hur pur own stalf member
Marina Givotowsky (:ee photo).  For
ths raeore sho is unmarried, rigat hand-
&d and fraquently wears exotic rings to
work,

On¢ theme thst was much on the minds
ef seversl of the partticpants was
tow te solve the preblem of comb ming
i professicral career ‘m sckence with
mgng a family, It seems tc me that
Bw men would attempt, and fewer
Sivewd, in pursuing tae such demand-
g camars simultanenss’'y.  DNemands

fr prtensive day.care centers, tax
- . - - . o= .

| must then add that | have never seen a woman
physicist, .. wearing an elaborate evening ring as she
turned an instrument dial

P

" T
<, - - -r

Morira Givotowsky, Art Assistent

tween chilbdren ard career Chat Beosy
Ancker-Johnson (pagze 27. column 3)
says she sanuld not have to make
Parhaps, the preblem sheawlc really
be viewed w the larger context of our
rapxily changing aarld. Maoany women,
not crly phyaicists, will have to realize
in the vears to come that (1) the last
thing the world nseds mors of ars her
chilldrea; (2) the “Jorys of mwt e lwed ™
while hawing brought fulfillmert 1o
somw wamen, have oaly teen a myth 10
others, who were hrainwashed w socaety
to bolipve n t; and (3) that in the
future, far mere anc more people, the
primary function of merriage will not
be to make a home for children to be
ras=d in, but rather to peovide the
stable and lasting companioslinp that
most men and woren neaed
When viewed in this larger cortexr
the choice hetween caree” snc children
na longer appesrs as an act of renuncia
tion of one in favor of the other, o be
taken reluctantly and with regrets, but
rather as a foreard-coking step of
leadership-byexample intv the workd
ol teimarrow
Gerard M. Wholten
Wacdland M, Ua't/aom o

lerisive attitude toward “*husband
rg" females st aas menbowec
mr article is deplorable.  Many
physies studerts choose physies
irily becanse they wanr an fmer

esting yob, and sccondarly because
they are interested ia phyzics. They
are not laughed at.  Why then should o
girl be smeered at because she mwajors
n physkes primarily for an interesting
rashand and secondarily because she s
ntarested in the subjpert? R weulc
seem that in this coss the aspiration: of
both sexes chow about the same mixture
of pragmetism and idealsam,

The relatively bigher percentages of
zirls maporing in chemistry ard muloe
matics are puizling. 1 have seen
anizh fresaman girls  switeh fromr
phwveics to math or chemstry at the
snd of ther hiet semestsr in college
10 susp<ct that the preblem lics witk
pompous or indiffersnt attituces of
ohvs:ca faculties rather than with high-
s¢hwol coumselors,

Donadd Disr el
Lubteck Texas

Heing o womar in physics whe happens
to be marned to a mathematical phws
icist, | fourd vour recent article on
women in physxcs verv interest ing.
Vadeniue Telezdi undosedly re.
grets by now his statement that "N |
had been married to Pierre Curip, |
wevld have bean Msne Cune too
In csse the absurdity of the statament
£ not obvous let me paint out that

there arc wony creative. prominent,
award-ainmang male physicisis, Most
of these male physicisis are married

arxd therefore could be assumed to have
wives, Very few o chose wives are
phivsicists, and even fewer have wor
interrvkional reccgnition far thar woek
sa | ask, il Pierre Cuarwe could “‘ereate’
suzh a magnilicent scipntist mersly by
marrying ner what i wreng with the
rest of the members of the group knowe
as male physicists. M Telegdi, there
is no sciertific eviderce that scien:ific
drive and mtelligence sre transmicted
by marriage

Allan Brormev’s statemend tn the
ellect that girs gre discouraged frox
patening scientific fold: even if ther
apttude teats show stromg cepabilitics
in scierce and mathematics is true
sSame of the reascrs wy cournselurns usex
Were
> Physaes isunladyhike
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