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Summary 

Outline of WPI program: 
The missions of the WPI (World Premier International Research Center Init iat ive) Program are 

ambitious; in addit ion to advancing top-quality science, mandated are internationalizat ion, 

fusion studies and reform of existing systems, aimed at establishing internationally opened and 

globally visible research institutions in Japan. 

 

Upon these missions, 9 WPI centers have been launched: 

- AIMR on materials science at Tohoku University 

- Kavli IPMU on the universe at The University of Tokyo 

- iCeMS on cell biology at Kyoto University 

- IFReC on immunology at Osaka University 

- MANA on nanotechnology at National Institute for Materials Science 

- I2CNER on carbon neutral energy at Kyushu University 

- IIIS on sleep at University of Tsukuba 

- ELSI on origins of earth and life at Tokyo Institute of Technology 

- ITbM on transformative bio-molecules at Nagoya University 

Sustainability of WPI centers 
A condition upon the host institutions’ acceptance to establish a WPI center was that they 

would sustain the center with their own and other resources after the WPI grant ended. 

Furthermore, the presidents of the host institutions have repeatedly declared and confirmed 

their support for their centers. 

Follow up of 5 WPI centers launched in 2007 

The WPI Program supports the centers for a period of 10 years. A possible extension for 

another 5 years is applicable to those with outstanding results. Afterwards, these centers are 

to be sustained under the auspices of their host institutions. 

All five of the WPI centers launched in 2007 applied for a possible 5-year extension after their 

init ial supporting period for 10 years. These centers are AIMR, Kavli IPMU, iCeMS, IFReC and 

MANA. 

The WPI Program Committee examined carefully their achievements and concluded that all 5 

centers have achieved a “World Premier Status,” fully meeting the goal of the WPI program. 

After extensive discussion on the definit ion and implicat ions of “outstanding” as the level of 

achievement needed to warrant a 5-year extension, the committee members agreed to apply it  

to only highly exceptional case(s) whose achievements are far beyond the very high WPI 

standard. As a result, among the five centers under consideration, Kavli IPMU was nominated 

for a 5-year extension.  
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We’d like to celebrate 
contribution of our dear 
friend and mentor Kaoru 

Hagiwara to our field
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Kaoru’s conditions

• No reminiscence or pleasantries

• no discussions of past collaborations

• real science

• Forward-looking
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Welcome
Have Fun!
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